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Foreword 
It is certainly a great pleasure for me to write this foreword for this special volume 
of Discrete Mathematics, in honor of Professor Sumiyasu Yamamoto. 
Sumiyasu is versatile, to say the least. He has been actively engaged in the service of 
mathematical sciences for about 48 years. He started teaching mathematics in 1941. 
Though, for a period, he was drafted by the Army, he continued his teaching until 
1949. At this time, he joined the Nara Medical College, where he became Professor of 
Mathematics and Statistics. In the early sixties, he finished a D.Sc. at the Kyushu 
University. Since then, he has been very active as a Professor of Mathematical 
Statistics, as a Combinatorial Mathematician, as Director of Hiroshima University 
Computer Center, etc. He also actively served the Japan Statistical Society. 
He has done a lot of statistical consultation work at the Nara Medical College, 
particularly in the fifties. He was very active in medical statistics. I understand that he 
has produced even many outstanding physicians. 
Although these and other facts are mentioned elsewhere in this volume, I decided to 
include a few words here so that these may be doubly emphasized. 
Because of his brilliance, and attractive personality, very bright and active students 
and collaborators flock to him. We refer to all these people as belonging to the 
‘Yamamoto school’, or sometimes the ‘Japanese school’. 
Sumiyasu has certainly a knack for selecting very good areas for research. Many of 
his students and coworkers, some of whom are authors of articles in this volume, are 
examples of good groups that he initiated. 
He has done important work both in the theory of statistical design of scientific 
experiments, and in related discrete mathematics. This includes, for example, his work 
on the characteristic polynomial of balanced 2” factorial designs of odd resolution, 
and his work on the problem of retrieval of information. 
I am therefore happy that this wise decision was made to honor him, an honor that 
he deserves so well. He also has been internationally active. I have had the pleasure of 
having him on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Statistical Planning and 
Inference. We always considered his presence on the journal to be a privilege for all 
concerned. 
I will close by wishing him many many more happy and fruitful years. 
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